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CONFLICT MANAGEMENT STRATEGY FOR 

SUSTAINABLE PEACE 

KASHAF* 

INTRODUCATION 
 
Conflict: A serious disagreement, an armed struggle, an incompatibility, an expressed struggle 
between at least two interdependent parties who perceive incompatible goals scarce, resources 
and interference from the other party in achieving their goals. 
Conflict Management: Conflict management is the process of limiting the negative aspects of 
conflict which increasingly the positive aspects of conflict. The aim of conflict management is to 
enhance learning & group outcomes, including effectiveness or performance in organizational 
setting. 
Peace: Peace as defined by the United Nations is a way to help countries torn by conflict create 
conditions for sustainable peace. Peace is a natural demand of every human being, the very 
surreptitious behind prosperity and development. The well-being of a nation lies in peace. Peace 
is a need for a society as water is for a Fish. To demand peace is easy, every person can raise 
voice for peace but peace will only be achieved and establish in light of ground realities and 
through consideration of views and opinion of the people. It cannot be achieved by mere 
assertions. Rather it needs practical steps. 
Strategy for sustainable peace: Strategy for sustainable peace is aimed at preventing the 
outbreak, the recurrence or the continuation of armed conflict and therefore encompasses a wide 
range of political, development, humanitarian, and human rights programs and mechanisms. This 
requires short- and long-term action tailored to address the particular needs of societies sliding 
into conflict or emerging from it. These actions should focus on fostering sustainable 
development, the eradication of poverty and inequalities, transparent and accountable 
governance, the promotion of democracy, respect for human rights and the rule of law, and the 
promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence. It’s the development of constructive personal, 
group, and political relationships across ethnic, religious, class, national, and racial boundaries. It 
aims to resolve injustice in nonviolent ways and to transform the structural conditions that 
generate deadly conflict.  It works over the long run and at all levels of society to establish and 
sustain relationships among people locally and globally. Strategic peace building connects 
people and groups “on the ground” (community and religious groups, grassroots organizations, 
etc.)with policymakers and powerbrokers (governments, the United Nations, corporations, 
banks, etc.) It aims not only to resolve conflicts, but to build societies, institutions, policies, and 
relationships that are better able to sustain peace. 
 
Following points should be considered for sustainable peace: 

 Removal of hurdles in the way of peace. the absence of sincere mediators and strong 
determination are main hurdles in achieving durable peace. For instance in Afghanistan, lack of 
strong determination for peace, public have not been united and officials have difference of 
opinions, foreign pressure over Taliban and government and interference of neighboring states 
were main hurdles in the way of peace process. 
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 Comprehensive dialogue to settlement. A peace process will likely entail discussion of the 
composition and future of National Security Forces and a broad framework of demobilization or 
integration into security forces that can satisfy the security concerns of large groups of insurgents 
while not provoking remilitarization by other groups. A durable settlement may not involve 
radical restructuring of the state. It will however have to address how people are seen to receive 
power and privileges. There is a tension between this necessary reform and using political 
appointments to accommodate power-sharing demands, and trying to resolve the conflict with 
power-sharing. 

 Confidence building measures. Confidence building measures (CBMs) are regarded as diverse 
arrangements that can help reduce tensions and promote good neighborly relations, traditionally 
they are designed to make the behavior of states more predictable by facilitating communication 
among states and establishing rules or patterns of behavior for states' military forces.  

 Non-Interference. No interference should be done in the domestic affairs of other states because 
interference in the matters of others not only makes the relations bitter but it is against the 
International law. 

 Stopping the proliferation of arms. Arms control is a term for international restrictions upon 
the development, production, stockpiling, proliferation and usage of small arms, conventional 
weapons, and weapons of mass destruction. In the context of peace world needed a proper 
system for managing the legal trade in arms through binding instruments that mandated the 
marking of weapons for tracing and controlling the activities of weapons brokers. 

 Opening international markets 
 All countries are now part of an international trading system, Special efforts are needed by the 
developed economies to ensure access for competitive goods, free trade, according to the 
principles of the World Trade Organization (WTO) offers the only realistic opportunity to 
integrate the world peacefully and in time to prevent a major disaster. The primacy of the 
economy over politics is the most important vehicles for a successful world domestic policy. The 
trick of covering up domestic problems by cross border military aggression will become less 
attractive to the degree that a country’s own economy is integrated in the global economic 
system. The more countries are economically dependent on each other, for instance U.S & 
China.   

 Conclusion 
Strategy for sustainable peace can be concluded by reflecting the statement; we need an 
essentially new way of thinking if mankind is to survive. Men must radically change their 
attitudes towards each other & their views of the future. Force must no longer be an instrument 
of politics…Today we do not have much time left; it is up to our generation to succeed in 
thinking differently. If we fail, the days of civilized humanity are numbered.  ____ ALBERT 
EINSTEIN. 
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